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08/10/18                                       SAN MIGUEL COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT                           Page: 1 of 1

14:43:47                                 Cash Report For Payrolls from 07/01/18 to 07/31/18                Report ID: P220

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Fund                                                          Amount

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

  20 FIRE PROTECTION DEPARTMENT                                18,931.66

  30 STREET LIGHTING DEPARTMENT                                 1,388.89

  40 WASTEWATER DEPARTMENT                                     17,324.46

  50 WATER DEPARTMENT                                          17,987.02

  60 SOLID WASTE DEPARTMENT                                       152.91

                                     Total for all Funds       55,784.94

 ***NOTE: Before sending the Payroll Summary Journal voucher to the Finance Application, please verify that the total of each of

these three reports match: Cash Report, Payroll Summary (Gross pay + employer contributions), Payroll Expenditure Detail.

There are a few exceptions to this: 1. Advances that Cross Periods; 2. WC Discount; 3. Prior Period Checks Cancelled in this Period;

 4. Local Deductions with Receipt Accounting set up.
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             San Miguel Community Services District 

 

Board of Directors 

Staff Report 
 

August 23, 2018               AGENDA ITEM:  XI-4   

 

SUBJECT:  

 

Discuss and consider Ordinance 01-2018, an ordinance of the San Miguel Community Services 

District (“District”) allowing residents to conserve water by either implementing water-efficient 

landscaping or eliminating the water of existing landscaping.  

 

 

RECOMMENDATION:          

 

Discuss and consider Ordinance 01-2018. 

 

 

DISCUSSION:  

 

California has recently emerged from a five-year drought. The drought brought with it new laws, 

in the form of the California Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, emergency 

declarations, and new laws affecting homeowners’ associations prohibitions against water-

restricted landscaping options. At the behest of Governor Brown, state agencies adopted the 

Water Action Plan, in response to the then ongoing drought, in an attempt to improve the 

reliability and resilience of our water supplies. This plan was a roadmap for the first five years of 

California’s journey to sustainable water management. A major goal in achieving success is to 

make conservation in California a way of life. 

 

Although Governor Brown lifted the drought state of emergency in April 2017, new legislation 

signed by Governor Brown in May 2018 is aimed at ensuring conservation remains a pillar of 

California policy. Governor Brown believes the legislation, Assembly Bill 1668, and Senate Bill 

606 build upon the goals within the Water Action Plan. Although the effects of the new laws will 

not be felt by the District until at least 2020, the District recognizes the harm to residents when 

dramatic changes occur on short notice. 

 

Even in the current 2017-2018 fiscal year, rainfall remains below average. Although the Paso 

Robles Basin did manage to receive 80 percent of the average annual rainfall, the Paso Robles 

Basin remained at 27 percent of average, until the storms of March 2018 passed through. As a 
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result, the District believes it is necessary to implement a new water conservation ordinance 

aimed at landscaping within the District. 

 

During Governor Brown’s declared drought state of emergency, homeowners’ associations 

(“HOAs”) were prohibited from fining owners for failing to water their lawns. Additionally, 

HOAs were prohibited from preventing the replacement of existing landscaping with low water-

using landscaping, including the use of AstroTurf-like lawn surfaces. Now that the emergency 

has passed, HOAs may once again prohibit the installation of low water-using landscaping and 

require lawn watering.  

 

Several members of the community have expressed concerns the HOAs in which they reside may 

decide to enforce landscaping rules again, especially against residents who did not install new 

landscaping but instead opted to end watering of the landscaping. This Ordinance is intended to 

allow greater conservation of water in the District, while prohibiting HOAs from taking actions 

not consistent with this Ordinance. 

 

The District may enact such ordinances under the power of the California Constitution and Water 

Code section 375. Civil Code section 4205 explicitly subjects all HOA rules to the authority of 

local laws. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Adoption of the proposed Ordinance has little to no financial impact on the District. Potentially, 

a decision to not water a lawn could reduce water consumption and thus reduce income to the 

District; however, the rate study was based on usage during the drought and thus unlikely to have 

a significant impact on District revenues. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Discuss and consider Ordinance No. 01-2018. 

Attachments: 

Ordinance No. 01-2018 – An ordinance of the San Miguel Community Services District 

Allowing Residents to Conserve Water by Either Implementing Water-Efficient Landscaping or 

Eliminating the Watering of Existing Landscaping. 

PREPARED BY:     

Douglas L. White, District Counsel 
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ORDINANCE NO. 01-2018 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE SAN MIGUEL COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

ALLOWING RESIDENTS TO CONSERVE WATER BY EITHER 

IMPLEMENTING WATER-EFFICIENT LANDSCAPING OR ELIMINATING 

THE WATERING OF EXISTING LANDSCAPING 

 

WHEREAS, on January 20, 2000, the County of San Luis Obispo Local Agency 

Formation Commission formed the San Miguel Community Services District (“District”) 

subject to the Community Services District Law, Government Code section 61000. The 

initial powers of the District included fire, water, sewer, and lighting. 

WHEREAS, California Constitution, article X, section 2, and California Water 

Code section 100, provide that because of conditions prevailing in the state of California 

(the “State”), it is the declared policy of the State that the general welfare requires that 

the water resources of the State shall be put to beneficial use to the fullest extent of which 

they are capable, the waste or unreasonable use of water shall be prevented, and the 

conservation of such waters is to be exercised with a view to the reasonable and 

beneficial use thereof in the interest of the people and the public welfare; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to California Water Code section 106, it is the declared 

policy of the State that the use of water for domestic use is the highest use of water and 

that the next highest use is for irrigation; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to California Water Code section 375, the District is 

authorized to adopt and enforce a water conservation program to reduce the quantity of 

water used by persons within its jurisdiction for the purpose of conserving the water 

supplies of the District; and  

 

WHEREAS, on April 7, 2017, Governor Brown lifted the state of emergency 

related to the then ongoing drought that prohibited homeowners’ associations from fining 

owners for a failure to maintain the vegetation or grass areas and prohibited any 

prohibitions against replacing such areas with low water-using plants or artificial turf; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, homeowners’ associations involve a series of agreements referred to 

as the Covenants, Conditions, & Restrictions (“CC&Rs”) applicable to the land within 

the development. Section 4205 of the Civil Code explicitly renders that agreement 

subordinate to local laws; and 

 

WHEREAS, residential homeowners’ associations are prohibited by Section 

4735 of the Civil Code from enforcing any CC&Rs that have the effect of restricting 
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compliance with any limitation on the use of water adopted pursuant to Section 375 of 

the Water Code; and  

 

WHEREAS, on May 31, 2018, Governor Brown signed into law both Senate Bill 

606 and Assembly Bill 1668, imposing significant future reductions in water use by the 

citizens of the State, with specific regulation regarding rural water services, such the 

District, to be proposed by January 1, 2020; and 

 

WHEREAS, because of the prevailing conditions in the State and the declared 

policy of the State, the District hereby finds and determines that it is necessary and 

appropriate for the District to promote water conservation to reduce the quantity of water 

used by consumers within the District to ensure that there is sufficient water for human 

consumption, sanitation, and fire protection; and 

 

WHEREAS, the District Board of Directors hereby finds and determines that it is 

desirable to codify the rules and regulations governing its actions, and the actions of 

persons using and consuming water within the District, particularly during declared water 

shortages and water shortage emergencies, to protect the general welfare and the 

District’s water supplies, and to reduce water consumption in accordance with the 

declared policies and laws of the State.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SAN MIGUEL 

COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. Water Conservation Findings 

The District  Board of Directors finds and determines the following: 

 

A. A reliable water supply is important to the livelihood of the District. 

B. To prevent waste and ensure reasonable use of water supplied by the District and 

to protect and promote the public health, safety, and welfare, it is necessary and 

desirable to enact an ordinance to promote certain conservation options within 

the District. 

C. Reducing water usage through water conservation measures protects and 

promotes the public health, safety, and welfare, by conserving a vital resource 

that is subject to ever-increasing demands. 

D. California has recently experienced a historic drought which demonstrated the 

importance of water conservation within the State. 

E. The District is subject to ongoing litigation over ground water rights within the 

Paso Robles Basin, calling into question the District’s right to pump water. 
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F. In 2014, the State adopted its California Water Action Plan to promote 

sustainable water management practices. 

G. In 2018, the State adopted Assembly Bill 1668 and Senate Bill 606, both of 

which will result in the dramatic curtailment of indoor water use in California. 

H. In light of these action, the District adopts this water conservation ordinance to 

protect the health, safety, and welfare of the community. 

 

Section 2.  Exterior Landscaping 

 

A. It is the policy of the District to promote water conservation through 

promoting exterior landscape choices, whether or not there is an ongoing 

drought, or a declared state of emergency caused by a drought. When 

replacing existing vegetation or lawns, the following choices shall be 

permitted by this Ordinance: 

a. The use of low water-plants in lieu of traditional landscaping. Such 

installations may include the use of indigenous plants native to the San 

Luis Obispo and Monterey County areas. 

b. The use of artificial turf products to replace existing grassy areas. 

c. A combination of (a) and (b). 

B. Owners may choose to conserve water by not watering their exterior 

landscaping, even if the result of the conservation is the browning or death of 

plants within the landscaping. 

C. During times of a declared drought emergency, the installation of new grassy 

areas or high water-use plants shall be prohibited. 

 

Section 3.  Effect on Homeowners Associations with The District 

 

A. The District has adopted this Ordinance pursuant to section 375 of the California 

Water Code. It is the intent of the District for this Ordinance to ensure the 

protections of Civil Code section 4735 with respect to any homeowners’ 

associations governing documents. 

B. To the extent homeowners’ associations’ governing documents do not interfere 

with compliance with this Ordinance, the District does not intend to interfere with 

those architectural or landscaping guidelines. 
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  San Miguel Community Services District 

Board of Directors 
 

Staff Report 
 

August 23rd, 2018                                                       AGENDA ITEM:  XI-5 

 
SUBJECT: Consider approval of Resolution No 2018-27 authorizing Fire Chief to accept 

a 50% matching grant from Volunteer Firefighter Assistance Grants 
 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Staff recommends that the Board approve Resolution No 2018-27 authorizing the Fire Chief to 
accept a 50% matching grant from Volunteer Firefighter Assistance Grant Program. 
 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 The annual grant program from Volunteer Firefighter Assistance (VFA) is a 50% matching 
grant to aid small fire departments in purchasing personal protective equipment, radios, wildland 
fire equipment and to aid in fire prevention activities. The fire department has applied for and 
received funding from this grant program in prior years. We have received structure turnouts, 
wildland turnouts, and a skid mounted pump for Engine 8668, among other things, through this 
grant program. 
 

This year, the District applied for a grant to purchase structural turnouts, and training classes, 
which would be a total project cost of $40,000.  The District portion would be 50% or $20,000.   
The District’s portion is proposed to come from Fire operations budget.  
 

The Board authorized the Fire Chief to apply for this grant and now that VFA has awarded the 
grant the Board needs to authorize the Fire Chief to accept the approved grant. 
 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 The VFA will pay up to 50% of the Cost the equipment purchased, up to $20,000; the 
District is responsible for the balance which is accounted for in the approved operations budget 
 

PREPARED BY:       

Kelly DoddsKelly DoddsKelly DoddsKelly Dodds                    

_________________________                                      

Assistant Fire Chief      
 

Attachments: Resolution No 2018-27 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA     NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY                                                                                                                                 Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor 

   
DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION                             
P.O. Box 944246 

SACRAMENTO, CA 94244-2460 

Website: www.fire.ca.gov 
(916) 653-7772 

 
 
 

 
July 23, 2018 
 
San Miguel CSD/ Fire Department 
Po Box 180 
San Miguel CA, 93451 
ATTN: Kelly Dodds 
 
Dear Assistant Fire Chief Kelly Dodds, 
 
Congratulations!  San Miguel CSD/ Fire Department’s 2018 Volunteer Fire Assistance (VFA) 
application has been selected for funding in the amount of $20,000.00.  Please be aware that due 
to the number of applications CAL FIRE received this year, we may have reduced your funding 
so that we could use the federal funds to the fullest. 
 
Enclosed is your VFA Agreement 7FG18098 package to be completed and returned to me no 
later than December 1, 2018 or the award will be forfeited.  The package includes 
Instructions/Checklist, your department’s VFA Agreement to be completed, your approved VFA 
award application, a copy of the CAL FIRE Board of Resolution template (if needed), the STD. 
204 form with sample, and the AD 1048 form with sample.  It is important that you read and follow 
the instructions carefully. 
 
DO NOT purchase any items and or do any work until you receive a fully executed agreement 
signed by CAL FIRE with a letter advising you that you may purchase the items and /or begin 
work.  Any items purchased and/or work done prior to the last CAL FIRE signature date will not 
be reimbursable. 
 
If your governing body chooses not to accept the award, or your department cannot use any 
portion of the award, please notify me as soon as possible.  This will enable us to reallocate the 
funds to another fire department. 
 
Utilize the 2018 VFA Procedural Guide for important dates and instructions. 
 
If you have any questions you may call me at (916) 653-3649 or email at 
Megan.Esfandiary@fire.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Megan Esfandiary 
Grant Analyst 
Grants Management Unit

 

 

http://www.fire.ca.gov/
mailto:Megan












VFA Resolution (07/17) 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

SAN MIGUEL COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT  

COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
IN THE MATTER OF: 

 

Resolution Number: 2018-27 
Approving the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection Agreement #7FG18098 for services from the date 
of last signatory on page 6 of the Agreement to June 30, 2019 under the Volunteer Fire Assistance Program of the 
Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act of 1978.  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the San Miguel CSD/ Fire Department, 
that said Board does hereby approve the Agreement with the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
dated as of the last signatory date on page 6 of the Agreement, and any amendments thereto. This Agreement 
provides for an award, during the term of this Agreement, under the Volunteer Fire Assistance Program of the 
Cooperative Fire Assistance Act of 1978 during the State Fiscal Year 2018-19 up to and no more than the amount 
of $20,000. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Rob Roberson, Fire Chief of said Board 
be and hereby is authorized to sign and execute said Agreement and any amendments on behalf of the San Miguel 
CSD/ Fire Department. 
 
 The foregoing resolution was duly passed and adopted by the Board of Directors of the San Miguel 
CSD/Fire Department, at a regular meeting thereof, held on the 23rd day of August 2018,  
by the following vote: 
 
AYES:         _______________________________ 
         Signature, Board President 
NAYS:          
         John Green, Board President 
ABSENT:        Printed Name and Title 
 

_______________________________ 
Signature, Interim General Manager 

 
Rob Roberson, Interim General Manager 
Printed Name and Title 

------CERTIFICATION OF RESOLUTION------ 
ATTEST: 
 
I __Tamara Parent, Clerk of the San Miguel Community Services District,  
County of San Luis Obispo California do hereby certify that this is a true and correct copy of the original 
Resolution Number 2018-27 
 
WITNESS MY HAND OR THE SEAL OF THE        , on  
this    day of    ,  . 
 

OFFICIAL SEAL 

OR NOTARY CERTIFICATON 

      
Signature 
 
        
Title and Name of Local Agency 
 
 


