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Tamara Parent

From: Brandon Patterson <e36.328i.b.m.w@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2025 7:14 PM
To: SMCD Info; Ashley Sangster
Subject: Public Comment, for CSD Meeting 11/19/2025

Dear CSD Board, 
I am writing to convey my dismay over the continued discussion of allowing the so-called "safe and sane" 
fireworks in our community. 
 
Fireworks have no place in our community. We are one of two places in the county that continues to 
allow them. Both San Miguel and Templeton had fires the same night they sold fireworks. Both fires were 
caused by fireworks.   
 
As insurance rates continue to skyrocket for fire insurance in an area well known at HIGH RISK for fires, 
you continue to debate allowing incendiary devices to be sold?  
 
Just in the last year, my insurance rates have risen $700. It is no coincidence those rates coincide with 
the numerous fires in our small community. Why does one small town have so many fires caused by 
fireworks every year? 
 
Who is benefitting from the sales of fireworks? Because residents are not benefitting. 
 
We are the ones who pay higher insurance rates due to fires caused by fireworks.  
 
We are the ones who fund the fire department who has to respond to these fires.  
 
We are the ones who fund the overwhelming law enforcement response.  
 
Not the SOLE non profit who benefits from sales of these fireworks.  
 
In prior years, our Fire Chief used to confiscate illegal mortar devices. This year he has stated that he will 
not enforce the law because he doesn't feel safe to do so. Why should we feel safe if he doesn't feel 
safe? 
 
The entire county elected to say it is not safe for ANY FIREWORKS ANYWHERE IN THE COUNTY, yet SM 
CSD (of whom numerous members are former firefighters and members of the SMFA) is the dissenting 
opinion that it is safe to do so? 
 
Any fire department that benefits from sales of incendiary devices should be ASHAMED. I have spoken 
with numerous firefighter professionals from other towns, cities, and states. ALL OF THEM 
UNANIMOUSLY ARE AGAINST SALES OF FIREWORKS FROM A FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
 
Every single one said it is a, "Clear conflict of interest." 
 
So I ask you, the board, why do you feel this is something our community needs?  
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WE do not benefit. ONLY a small nonprofit does. A nonprofit that has a history of having their status 
revoked by the Attorney General of California and the IRS. 
 
This is a clear conflict of interest and a danger to our community of which doesn't benefit directly from it.  
 
We don't have anything to show for the fireworks sales. 
 
Cordially, 
-Brandon P 


